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Every year, the treaty tribes in Western 

Washington observe Billy Frank Jr.’s birth-
day on March 9. 
The fishing rights warrior and longtime 
chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisher-
ies Commission lived from March 9, 1931 
to May 5, 2014. 
His life is chronicled in several books and 
films. We encourage you to visit the fol-
lowing links to learn more about Billy 
Frank Jr. so you may pass on his messag-
es to Stay the Course and Tell the Truth. 
 
BOOKS 
Tell the Truth: The Collected Columns of 
Billy Frank Jr. 
 
For years, as Chairman of the Northwest 
Indian Fisheries Commission, Billy Frank 
Jr. wrote a column called Being 
Frank. 
From September 1986 to May 
2014, these columns ran in 
NWIFC publications and newspa-
pers across the Pacific Northwest. 
His words document the challeng-
es that tribes faced as they exer-
cised their treaty rights, fought to 
responsibly manage fisheries, and 
raised their voices against the 
loss of salmon habitat. 
 
Messages from Frank’s Landing by 
Charles Wilkinson 
In Messages from Frank’s Landing, 
Charles Wilkinson explores the 
broad historical, legal, and social 
context of Indian fishing rights in 
the Pacific Northwest, providing a 
dramatic account of the people 

and issues involved. He draws on his own 
decades of experience as a lawyer work-
ing with Indian people, and focuses 
throughout on Billy Frank and the river 
flowing past Frank’s Landing 
 
Where the Salmon Run: The Life and Lega-
cy of Billy Frank Jr. by Trova Heffernan 
Where the Salmon Run tells the life story of 
Billy Frank Jr., from his father’s influential 
tales, through the difficult and contentious 
days of the Fish Wars, to today. Based on 
extensive interviews with Billy, his family, 
close advisers, as well as political allies 
and former foes, and the holdings of 
Washington state’s cultural institutions, we 
learn about the man behind the legend, 
and the people who helped him along the 
way. 

March 9th - Billy Frank Jr. Day  

https://salmondefense.org/salmon-forever-fund/tell-the-truth/
https://salmondefense.org/salmon-forever-fund/tell-the-truth/
https://uwapress.uw.edu/book/9780295985930/messages-from-franks-landing/
https://uwapress.uw.edu/book/9780295985930/messages-from-franks-landing/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/stories/billy-frank-jr/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/stories/billy-frank-jr/
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The gymnasium shined with excitement on 
Friday, February 14th, as Beatriz Arakawa of 
our LEKT Family Advocacy Program and 
Melanie Wheeler of the Tribal Youth Program 
(TYP) co-hosted a Valentine's Day dance for 
area high school youth. The space had been 
transformed into a dazzling wonderland, deco-
rated to the nines for a fun and fantastic even-
ing. Both programs were able to provide re-
source information and give out some awe-
some t-shirts.  

 
From the moment attendees stepped inside, the 
atmosphere was awesome. Nancy Hamilton 
was our Frogtographer and captured the mem-
ories just outside the gym doors, while inside, 
a feast of sweets, treats, and pizza awaited. 
 
The evening was full of entertainment. There 
were raffles, dance offs, and games  
 
A huge round of applause goes out to our in-
credible recreation department for their invalu-
able assistance in setting up the event and 
providing a DJ for the evening (Thank you 
Kenzie!). Their support was essential to the 
dance's success. 
 
Of course, no event like this would be possible 
without the dedication of our amazing volun-
teers. A special thank you to Levi Charles, De-

tavious Woods, 
Phil Charles, 
Marco Rocha, 
Alex Hamrick, 
Keeoma Mes-
senger, Pebs 
Wheeler, Del-
sen Lauder-
back, and Sa-
mantha Acosta. 
We also extend 
our gratitude to 
anyone else 
who lent a 
hand, whether 
by helping dur-
ing the event or assisting with the clean-up at 
the end of the evening. Your contributions 
were deeply appreciated. Thank you to the de-
partments and programs that supported this 
event. 
 
The highlight of the evening was undoubtedly 
the announcement of the dance contest win-
ners and raffle prize recipients. Special con-
gratulations to all the winners! And a resound-
ing cheer for James Spears, who took home 
the grand prize: a brand new 50-inch Samsung 
big screen TV! Thank you to the youth for cel-
ebrating Valentines Day with us! 

Valentine’s Day to Remember: Dance Hosted by Beatriz Arakawa and Melanie Wheeler  



Elwha News —  www.elwha.org            March 2025 — Page 5 



Elwha News —  www.elwha.org            March 2025 — Page 6 



Elwha News —  www.elwha.org            March 2025 — Page 7 



Elwha News —  www.elwha.org            March 2025 — Page 8 

Join us in Preserving our Traditions! 

We are seeing Storytellers, Regalia teachers and 

cooks to share their knowledge and skills  with our 

community. 

A small stipend will be provided. Help us teach our 

children, their families an dour staff the importance 

of storytelling, traditional regalia-making, and   

cooking our cultural foods.  

Your expertise will keep our traditions alive for      

future generations.  

You cannot be a current 

employee of the Elwha 

Tribe to receive a stipend 

but you can volunteer. 

Please contact (360) 504-3142     

Cheyenne Wheeler or      

Reba Cornelson ex 7474 
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We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Mary Laungayan is transitioning from her 

role as Lead Teacher in the K’weynsen class to the position of Education/

Disabilities Manager. Mary brings with her an impressive 16-year journey in early 

childhood education, when she began as a bus aide, advanced to a teacher’s as-

sistant, and ultimately became a lead teacher. Her dedication to the field is exem-

plified by her academic achievements, which include a Bachelor’s degree in Early 

Childhood/Special Education, a Master’s degree in Counseling, and a Doctorate in 

Education with a focus on Trauma Counseling. With her wealth of experience and 

advanced knowledge, Mary is poised to make a significant impact in her new role, 

where she will continue to advocate for and support the educational needs of all 

children. We are excited for the future under her leadership and the positive 

changes she will bring to the team.   

 We are excited to welcome Kellie Bamer to the Children’s House of Learning as 

the new teacher for the Otters class! Kellie is an Alaskan Native of the Yupik tribe 

and has lived in Washington for most of her life. She brings a deep passion for ed-

ucation and community engagement, and we are thrilled to have her join our 

team. Kellie is eager to create a fun and supportive learning environment for the 

Otters class, and we know she will be a wonderful addition to our school. Please 

join us in giving Kellie a warm welcome.  
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December Dry Creek Honor Roll 

We want to celebrate the following 
students who have %95 or more At-
tendance for the Month of Decem-
ber: 

 
Ruben Peters 
Genesis Peters 
Jaxon Williams 
Jaidyn Eastman 

Nicole Yazzie 
Rayquan James 
Cyrus Bolstrom 
Lucien Bolstrom 
Angelo Dailing 
Aurelia Dailing 
Tiadosa Tom 
Vanna Tom 

Addisu Dujue 
Zyrriah Lok 
Zayne Lok 

Kyler Robideau 
Luke Bolstrom 
Ciara Charles 

Malena Charles 
Reighlynn Charles-Elofson 

Dasan Charles-Elofson 
Casey Goldsbury-Robinson 

TJ Goldsbury 
Oosha Goldsbury 
Violet Hendricks 
Lilith Hendricks 
Annabelle Mason 
Karleigh Mason 

Jordyn Singleton 
Austyn Singleton 
Foster Jackson 

Jediyah Jackson 
Frank Bennett 

Christopher Bennett 
Zachary McGarvie 

Charlotte McGarvie 
Kaylee Konopatski 
Tyler Elofson-Cross 

Russell Jackson 
Jarison Moses 

Kamia Jennings 
Max Sero 

Chloe Holloway 
Marlei Svec 

Sherri Charles 
Lisa Charles 

Phoenix Charles 
Kameron Tinoco 
Bryant Saluskin 
Winter Redner 
Brayley Matson 
O’Shea Charles 
Huxley Heiner 
Rylee Colwell 

Jonny Ermineskin 
Emma Marquez 

Azalynn Lauderback 
Braven Little Youngman 

Katherin Charles 
James Francis 
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We want to celebrate the following 
students for getting awards for Em-
pathy, Science and Kindness:  

 
Jediyah Jackson—Empathy Award 
Huxley Heiner—Science Award 
Jarison Moses—Science Award 
Casey Goldsbury-Robinson—
Kindness Award 
Violet Hendricks—Kindness Award 
Jediyah Jackson—Kindness Award 
Austyn Singleton—Kindness Award 
Neveah Korsmo—Kindness Award 
 
We want to celebrate the following 
students who have %95 or more At-
tendance for the month of January: 

 
Ruben Peters 
Genesis Peters 
Jaxon Williams 
Jaidyn Eastman 
Klyer Robideau 
Luke Bolstrom 
Nicole Yazzie 

Rayquan James 
Charlotte McGarvie 
Zachary McGarvie 

Frank Bennett 
Christopher Bennett 

Tia Tom 
Vanna Tom 

Addisu Dujue 
Zyrriah Lok 
Zayne Lok 

Malena Charles 
Ciara Charles 

Dasan Charles-Elofson 
Reighlynn Charles-Elofson 
Casey Goldsbury-Robinson 

TJ Goldsbury 
Oosha Goldsbury 
Violet Hendricks 
Lilith Hendricks 
Foster Jackson  

Jediyah Jackson 
Austyn Singleton 

Huxley Heiner 
Rylee Colwell 
Lisa Charles 

Sherri Charles 
Angelo Dailing 
Aurelia Dailing 

Lucien Bolstrom 
Russell Jackson 

Kaylee Konopatski 
Tyler Elofson-Cross 

Jarison Moses 
Kamia Jennings 

Max Sero 
Chloe Holloway 

Marlei Svec 
Phoenix Charles 

Tydus Woods 
Bryant Saluskin 
Winter Redner 
Brayley Matson 
O’Shea Charles 

Jonny Ermineskin 
Emma Marquez 

Braven Little Youngman 
Katherine Charles 

January Dry Creek Honor Roll 
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Check Out a Cookbook from the Library for National Nutrition Month 

Did you know the LEKT Library has cookbooks available for check out? Since March is National 

Nutrition Month, come into the Library and have a look at some of out wonderful cookbooks 

to get inspiration for your next amazing (and healthy) meal! Here are just a few: 

Weekly Class Schedule for February 

The Library’s weekly class schedule can be found below. Classes labeled with NSDL have op-

tional certification exams which can be used in job hunting. All classes are Wednesdays from 

5pm-6pm and are offered through Microsoft Teams at the QR code below and may be attend-

ed in-person upon request. One-on-one tutoring is also available on a variety of digital literacy 

subjects; please email Jason M at Jason.morris@elwha.org for more information. Additionally, 

if there are days or times which work better for you to attend classes, please email Jason with 

your preferences.  

• The Diabetic Cookbook and Meal Plan for the Newly Diagnosed: A 4-Week Introductory Guide 

to Manage Type 2 Diabetes by Lori Zanini RD CDE  

• The Complete Cookbook for Young Chefs: 100+ Recipes that You'll Love to Cook and Eat by 

America’s Test Kitchen Kids  

• New Native Kitchen: Celebrating Modern Recipes of the American Indian by Chef Freddie 

Bitsoie and James O. Fraioli 

• The Sioux Chef’s Indigenous Kitchen by Sean Sherman 

• Misunderstood Vegetables: How to Fall in Love with Sunchokes, Rutabaga, Eggplant, and More 

by Becky Selengut 

Editor’s Note: Plan ahead! National “Thank a Librarian Day” is April 16th! You can 

show your appreciation by expressing gratitude, making a card, or checking out a book! 

mailto:Jason.morris@elwha.org
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• Mar. 5: Internet Safety for Parents 

• Mar. 12: Introduction to Windows 11 (NSDL) 

• Mar. 19: Information Literacy in the Post-Truth Era: How to Tell 

Fact from Fake 

• Mar. 26: Career Search Skills & Resume Workshop (NSDL)  

Updates from the Afterschool Program 

Chelsea Korbulic teaches the ASP kids about sčánnəxʷ (salmon) anatomy  

The weather in January isn’t exactly great for 

tide pooling so Chelsea brought the tidepool to 

the Library! Here, the kids examine tide pool 

creatures including crabs, barnacles, a chiton, 

and several others.  

Vanna Tom presents a small crab to a camera 

during the tidepool presentation while Lilith 

Hendricks examines the tiny creatures in an 

exanimation dish. 



Elwha News —  www.elwha.org          March 2025 — Page 18 

Greetings Everyone! 
In February, LEFA staff successfully 

collaborated with LEKT programs for 
events planning and provided culturally 
arts & crafts for healing, outreach and 
awareness: High School Valentine’s Day 
Dance, Wellness Warrior Fair, Canoe 
Journey gift making, Quilts and regalia 
making class; Met with WomenSpirit Co-
alition for regional, visited First Step 
Opened House, and attended OVW 
grant related trainings. 

For March and until further no-
tice, LEFA staff will continue offering cul-
turally specific activities in partnership 
with LEKT programs.  Such as, Elders/
Adult Regalia Making/Sewing Class 
and/or gift making every Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 9:00am to 12pm at Culture 
Program building.  The Soup for the Soul 
Support Circle for women” will resume 
Tuesday, March 4th from Noon – 2:00 pm 
at Elwha Heritage Center throughout the 
year.  We hope this group will empower 
victims/survivors to have peaceful and 
positive healing journey.  

LEFA staff will be looking forward 
for more activities with you to support 
our mission. 

Grateful to our grant funder: 
 “This project was supported by Grant No. _ 15JOVW22GG3388TRIB_ awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department 
of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice." OVW 

WomenSpirit Coalition: 360-681-3701 Monday-
Thursday (9:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 
Additional 24/7 Resources  
Healthy Families of Clallam County: 360-452-
HELP/4357 
National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-
SAFE/7233 
StrongHearts Native Helpline: 1-844-7NATIVE (762-
8483) 
Peninsula Behavioral Health: 24/7 Crisis Support Call: 
1-888—910-0416 
Elwha SART: 360-452-6252 ext. 1; after hour: 541-526
-9256 
National Truck Emergency Road Service: 866-237-
7203 
AAA Roadside Assistance: 800-AAA-HELP 
Emergency: 911 
Stay Connected! Call: 360-565-7257 ext. 7453; 360-
460-1745 
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February 2025 Newsletter 

Klallam Strong:  Nutrition & Diabetes Newsletter 

If you would like a nutrition session, please call me @ 360-912-1500.   

Dawn Travelstead, RD, MS,CDE, Lower Elwha Health Clinic 

In this issue: 

 Heart Month 

 Self Care 

 Did You Know 

 Vitamin D 

Eating For Heart Health!! 
Foods to Increase: 
1. Oily fish-salmon, tuna, sar-

dines, trout-2/week 
2. Using extra-virgin olive oil 
3. Daily intake of tea, onion and 

apples.  
4. Eating a handful of walnuts or 

almonds 3/week. 
5. Daily fiber from whole grains, 

beans, peas or lentils. 
Foods to decrease: 
1. Excess alcohol/binge drinking 
2. Processed foods and fast 

foods, especially high in salt. 
3. Red meat. 

National Heart Health Month 

Heart disease is a leading cause of death 

in the US, but there’s a lot YOU can do to 

prevent it. 

Learning “self-care” can help reduce your 

blood pressure, and your risk of heart dis-

ease and stroke. 

Self-Care For Your Heart 

Even in these challenging times, don’t forget to 

LOVE you heart. 

 Get a daily dose of exercise. 30 minutes a day. 

 Cook meals that are low in sodium and un-

healthy fats. 

 Take your medications as prescribed and keep 

your medical appointments. 

 Get 7-8 hours of quality sleep. 

 Manage stress through yoga, spending time 

with a friend (virtual or phone counts), funny 

movie, a massage, or spending time with a 

furry friend. 

Vitamin D.  Don’t forget to take your 
Vitamin D supplement or consume 
these foods for immune and bone 
health. 
Salmon/Tuna/Sardines/fortified milk  

Did you Know?   
That eating Omega oil foods or tak-
ing a supplement can help with 
anxiety and depression.  How?  By 
decreasing inflammation in the 
brain! 
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Public Works is thrilled to announce that Bradley Bennett successfully 
achieved a Washington Water Distribution Specialist Certification from 

the Washington State Department of Health. 
 

This certification reflects Brad’s dedication, hard work, and commitment 
to excellence in supporting the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe’s Utilities Di-
vision of the Public Works Department. It's a well-deserved accomplish-

ment. 
 

Please join us in congratulating Brad for this incredible achievement! 
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Happy birthday Bridget! You are  

going to do amazing things in life! 

Keep up the great job! I love you the 

mostest!! Love Aunty Teva & Zoey  

Congratulations to  

Zoey on her  

Gold Honor Roll! 

March 30th 
Happy Anniversary to Laz & 

Ashley Tinoco 
Love always  

Mom 
(Dorene) 
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Date 
Resolution 

Number Title 
Vote 

For/Against/
Abstain 

2/5/25 04-25 
Approval of FY2025 Grant Application for IMLS Basic Library 
Services 

4 0 0 

2/5/25 05-25 

Approval of RCO Tribal Grant Agreement 24-1315A with Wash-
ington State Recreation and Conservation Office Entitled Indian 
Creek Habitat Protection, with a Limited Waiver of Sovereign 
Immunity 

4 0 0 

2/5/25 06-25 
Accepting Beneficial interest in McCambridge Name Trust and 
Identifying Authorized Signers for Lower Elwha Tribal Communi-
ty 

4 0 0 

2/5/25 07-25 
Approval of AETNA Joint Claim Administration Flex Master Ser-
vices Agreement with a Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity 

4 0 0 

2/5/25 08-25 Appointment of Members of Retirement Committee 4 0 0 

2/5/25 09-25 
Approval of Plan Document and Summary Plan Description for 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Group Health Plan Restated Effective 
October 1, 2024 

4 0 0 

2/5/25 10-25 Appointment of Benefits Committee 4 0 0 

2/5/25 11-25 Appointment of Members Investment Committee 4 0 0 

2/5/25 12-25 Appointment of members of General Insurance Committee 4 0 0 
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Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
 
Executive Director   
Tonya Clark, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Lorinda Robideau, Ext. 7633 
CFO  
Brian Carroll , Ext. 7464 
 
Accounting 
Jo Klinski, Ext. 7460 
Rachelle Wheeler, Ext. 7465 
Elena Lifoifoi, Ext. 7476 
Jessica Wright, Ext. 7667 
Jalen Sampson, Ext. 7462 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr—
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Ext. 7471 
Deann Lester, Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens, Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Road  
360.912.7533 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, GM 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/
TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Ext. 7429 
Brandy Williams, Ext 7427 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.504.3678 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 
360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Ext. 2912 
 
Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 
360.457.5116   
Jennifer Hutto, Ext. 7554 
 

Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101,  
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Ext. 7513 
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
Library, Ext 7430 
 
Lower Elwha Food & Fuel 
360.477.1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatch-
ery              
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Rebecca Sampson-Weed, Ext. 
7456 



Dates to Remember: 
 

3/4 Soup for the Soul Support Group 
3/5 Internet Safety for Parents 
3/7 Black Light Night 
3/8 Shawl Making 
3/9 Billy Frank Jr Day 
3/10 Billy Frank Jr Day (observed—tribal  
 offices closed) 
3/11 Drum Group 
3/12 Introduction to Windows 11 
3/15 Shawl Making 
3/19 Information Literacy in the Post-Truth Era 
3/21-3/23 Youth Basketball Tourney 
3/22 Shawl Making 
3/25 Drum Group 
3/26 Career Search Skills & Resume Workshop 
3/28 NERF Night 
3/31 TYP Shawl & Vest Making Class 
3/31 Spring Break Begins! 

Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Tia Skerbeck 

Council Member, Ext. 7420 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 
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To submit an article or join our email         
distribution list please send a note to   

Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

 

Submissions must be in an editable format, 
and will be adjusted to fit our publication. 

 

You can view past editions at: 

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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