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November 2024 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 

Thank you for the time you take to read my  
letters. I apologize for not getting one out for 
you lately. I still haven’t got rid of everything 
but I am getting there. I don’t know if the 
sickness was worse than being out of my 
office and attending the meetings I needed to 
be at but couldn’t. I am well enough to be 
back. I’ve missed a lot in this time. It feels 
good to be bac in action. I always say that be-
ing on our Tribal Council is not a job for me. It 
is something that I love to do and I really 
think it is a calling.  

I got to participate 
in the Ceremonial 
and Subsistence 
Coho fishery. What 
a good feeling that 
is. It helped reset 
my world and it 
helped my soul 
too. It was good to 
see tribal mem-
bers on the river 
tending to our nets 
at the mouth. I fished for four days and didn’t 
get my ten fish limit once but it was still 
worth it to be on the mighty Elwha River. I got 
sick on the fifth day and had to stay home. I 
didn’t get to fish my whole week. That’s okay, 
as I caught a few fish and they went into the 
smoker and my freezer. 

The Council has approved a 200 foot by 200 
foot steel building for the 2025 Canoe Jour-
ney hosting that we took on. The theme is 
around Elwha River Restoration and Dam Re-
moval. I am excited about the new building 
that will be built across from the Public 

Works and Healing Court. We envision hav-
ing bathrooms, showers and a commercial 
kitchen included. We have been saving funds 
for five years now to get ready for the 
hosting. The building will be paid for out of 
that savings. 

Along with the steel building, we are planning 
to have a RV park constructed across from 
the Casino in the near future. I would like to 
see a nice trail to the river from the RV Park. 
This is another exciting project as it should 
help to bring in more customers to the Casi-
no. I have heard that right now, RV’s park in 

our parking lot and 
don’t even go into 
the Casino. I don’t 
know if that is true. 
The Casino will be 
paying for this RV 
project. I hope we 
can secure funding 
for this soon. 

I just wanted to get a 
letter out to my com-
munity. I haven’t 
abandoned you! I am 
still here serving you, 

our community and also the natural re-
sources that can’t speak for themselves. We 
need to protect the natural resources that we 
have for the future and for our future genera-
tions. I will have more for you in the next 
newsletter. 

    Respectfully, 
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BEFORE the Indian Reorganization Act  

The Indian Reorganization Act 

(IRA) was a response to decades of 

harmful federal policies aimed at 

assimilating Native Americans and 

breaking up tribal lands.  

Did you know?? #1 

Before the Indian Reorganization Act 

(IRA) was passed in 1934,  

Native American tribes had a wide va-

riety of unique government structures 

that were deeply rooted in culture and 

traditions. 

A man named John Collier was ap-

pointed to serve as the head of the 

BIA in 1933. Prior to this appoint-

ment, Collier had been Secretary of 

the Indian Defense Association 

(IDA). While he was with the IDA, the 

Meriam Report was released. The 

Meriam Report described the severe 

poverty, destitution, and unhealthy 

living suffered in Indian Country due 

to previously implemented federal 

policies. This motivated Collier to be-

come the driving force behind the IRA. 

What was Collier hoping to accom-

plish? 

 * Provide protection to tribal land ac-

quisition, restore communal land own-

ership, and conserve resources. 

 * Allow tribes to establish their own 

constitutions and governments, grant-

ing them more control over their af-

fairs, BUT only if they adopted west-

ern-style governmental structures. 

 * Provide funding for tribal enterpris-

es and encourage economic self-

 sufficiency. 

 * Work to reduce federal control over 

tribal affairs and increase tribal auton-

omy. 

While Collier's efforts were significant, 

they were NOT without  

controversy.  

Stay tuned for more about that….. 
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Crescent School District Embarks on Cultural Journey at 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Center and Natural Resources  

Port Angeles, WA – On October 10, 2024, 
Crescent School District embarked on a suc-
cessful field trip to the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribal Center and Natural Resources Building. 
The day was filled with immersive experienc-
es that provided students with a deep under-
standing of tribal culture, the historical signifi-
cance of the Lower Elwha dam removal, and 
reviving salmon populations 

The students were greeted warmly by tribal 
members and staff, who shared stories, tradi-
tions, and knowledge about the Lower Elwha 
Klallam people. 
Through interactive 
activities and 
demonstrations, 
students learned 
about traditional 
crafts and how to 
make fry bread at 
the tribal center  

A highlight of the 
day was a visit to 
the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Natural 
Resources Depart-
ment. Here, stu-
dents explored the 
impact of the dam 
removal on the lo-
cal ecosystem and 
learned about ongo-
ing efforts to re-
store the Elwha 
River. Through en-
gaging presenta-
tions and guided 
tours, students 
gained a deeper ap-
preciation for the 
delicate balance be-
tween human activ-

ity and the natural world. 

The Crescent School District's field trip to the 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Center and Natu-
ral Resources was a valuable opportunity for 
students to connect with their local community 
and learn about the rich cultural heritage of the 
region. By experiencing firsthand the impacts 
of the dam removal and the ongoing efforts to 
restore the Elwha River, students gained a 
deeper understanding of environmental stew-
ardship and the importance of preserving cul-
tural traditions. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
11/1 Alexandra Rapoza 

11/1 Charlene Hawk 

11/1 Christina Bennett 

11/1 Jayden Campbell 

11/1 Kevin Clark 

11/1 Larissa Gloria 

11/1 Pamela Johnson 

11/1 Quanah Wheeler 

11/2 Cedar Charles 

11/2 Donald Davis 

11/3 Elmer Charles 

11/4 Isaiah Charles 

11/4 Jay Bolstrom 

11/4 Joseph La Chester 

11/5 Juliette Charles-Elofson 

11/5 Norman Charles 

11/5 Vernon Charles 

11/6 Anthony Green 

11/6 Mario Gloria 

11/6 Patrick Schaeffer 

11/7 Keith Clark 

11/7 Margie Macias 

11/7 William Reems Jr 

11/8 Donna Goldsbury 

11/8 Gerald Charles 

11/8 Michael Sarich Jr 

11/8 Tara Sharpe 

11/9 Tatum Moses 

11/10 Beverly Bennett 

11/10 Kenneth Arakawa Jr 

11/10 Mariesa Manuel 

11/11 Chauncey Black Crow 

11/11 Isabel Turrey 

11/11 Julie Erickson 

11/11 Mya Clark 

11/12 Debra Rindels 

11/12 Joliene La Chester 

11/13 Duane Stephan Jr 

11/13 Eliliyah Jackson 

11/13 Lola Bright 

11/14 Roger Tinoco-Wheeler 

11/15 Brandon Bennett 

11/17 Cecelia Leonato 

11/18 Anthony Fernandes 

11/18 Kiara Point 

11/19 Alexander Fernandes 

11/20 Kelly Kimberly 

11/20 Ruben Peters 

11/20 Theron Zmuda 

11/22 Ashley Tinoco 

11/22 Nicole Yazzie 

11/23 Loretta Vollin 

11/23 Rachelle Wheeler 

11/23 Robert Francis Jr 

11/24 Karalynn Menihane 

11/24 Tera Williams 

11/25 Jessica Gloria 

11/25 Robert Cayenne 

11/25 Sta-Muh-stoot Redner 

11/26 Dancen Charles 

11/26 Denton Adams Jr 

11/27 Daniel Bennett Jr 

11/27 Janelle Charles 

11/27 Katie Woods 

11/28 Kameron Tinoco 

11/30 Jalen Sampson 

11/30 Kelly Johnson 

11/30 Leona McKinnon 

11/30 Melaine Wheeler 

11/30 Sparrow Youngman 

 



Dearest Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribal Community 
members and Readers, 
 

A million of thanks to the 
following: Honorable 
Elwha Klallam Tribe 

Councils, Elwha staff, Elwha River Casino, 
Elwha Food & Fuel staff, community mem-
bers, Port Angeles Law Enforcement, Women-
Spirit Coalition, Clallam Resiliency Project, 
Healthy Families of Clallam County, Peninsula 
Daily News, Planning Team, Jamestown Tribe, 
Mariposa House, Port Angeles High School, 
and the participants for making the 2024 An-
nual Domestic Violence Awareness Walk - 
“Breaking the Silence - 
čaʔx̣ʷəýu st cə səm̕íxʷtxʷ “, in which was held 
Wednesday, October 23 at Elwha Heritage 
Center to Healthy Families of Clallam County 

On October 23rd, we honored and re-
membered victims, their families and their ad-
vocates who forcefully taken away from their 
loved once.  From January 1, 2023 to Decem-
ber 31, 2023, there were 62 Washingtonians 
fatalities due to domestic violence (49 inno-
cent victims and 13 abusers suicide and abus-
ers killed by law enforcements as they re-
sponded to domestic violence calls), according 
to the Washington State Fatality Review – 
WSCADV.  The total 62 fatalities short stories 
are in silhouettes exhibit at Elwha Heritage 
Center until October 31, 2024.   

Wednesday, 
October 16th, four 
of the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe staff 
were honored with 
awards from the 
WomenSpirit Coali-

tion – Family Safety Center –Washington 
State Native American Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence & Sexual Assault.  Social Ser-
vices Director Becca Sampson-Weed and 
Community Liaison Nancy Hamilton received 
Community Impact Awards, Sergeant Jimmy 
Thompson for First Responders Excellence 
Award, and Lower Elwha Family Program 
Manager and Advocate Beatriz Arakawa 
(myself) received the 2024 Advocate of the 
Year Award.  We are humbled, honored, and 
grateful to you WomenSpirit Coalition and to 
you Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe.  
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Elders Regalia-Making 

Elders have the wisdom!  
When 

Thursdays, November 7, 14, & 21, 2024 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Where 

Elwha Klallam Tribe Social Services building 

3080 Lower Elwha Rd. Port Angeles, WA  
98363 

 
This event is sponsored by the  

Elwha Klallam Tribe Social Services  

Department: Elders and Family  

Advocacy Programs 

 

 

Contact Person:  

Beatriz Arakawa 

360-565-7257 ext 7453; Cel: 360-460-1745   

 

Samantha Acosta 

360-565-7257 ext. 7466 

Cel: 360-406-1572 
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2024 Annual Domestic Violence Awareness Walk - “Breaking the Silence 

- čaʔx̣̫ ə́yu st cə səm̕íxʷtxʷ October 23, 2024 pictures: 

Your unwavering support and assistance makes advocate’s jobs easier and safer knowing that 
you are in approval and supportive of LEFA services, community outreach, awareness and 

prevention works.    
 

The LEFA is grateful to our grant funder:“ This project was supported by Grant No. _ 15JOVW22GG3388TRIB_ award-
ed by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, 
and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice." OVW 

Happy Thanksgiving Day Everyone! 
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Dawn Travelstead, RD, MS,CDE, Lower Elwha Health Clinic 

Please call me if you have any nutrition 

issues for your family that you would like 

assistance with from me.  No charge for 

tribal member's and their family.  360-912-

1500 

October 2024 Newsletter 
 

Klallam Strong:  Nutrition & Diabetes Newsletter 

Tests That Tell How Well You’re Aging!!! 
 

1. Simple Balance Test. Stand tall with 
your arms crossed, lift 1 leg with knee 
bent. Time yourself. 

Age in 40’s—40 seconds 
Age in 50’s—37 seconds 
Age in 60’6 – 27  seconds 
Age in 70’s—17 seconds 
Age in 80’s—8.5 seconds 
2. Plank– for a strong core. 
Place forearms 
on floor under 
your shoulders, 
lift body to a 
straight line, 
weight in on 
your shoulders 
and toes. The 
goal is to be 
able to hold 30 seconds. 
Balance and core strength are very im-
portant as we age; less falls, injuries and 
risk of osteoporosis. 
 
 
QUOTE: He who has health, has hope; and 
he who has hope, has everything. 

In this issue: 

  Exercise 

 Strength tests 

 Quote 

Exercise and Your Body!!! 
 

Exercising for 30 minutes a day has 

HUGE benefits.  Here are the benefits: 

 

1. May reduce your risk of cognitive 

decline. Walking or Biking. 

2. Reduce you blood pressure.  In-

creased heart rate promotes better 

blood circulation. 

3. Supports bone health. Lifting 

weight, running, jumping strengths 

bones and improves balance. 

4. May improve your sleep quality. 

Promotes daytime alertness and 

can make for a more restful sleep 

5. Increases your energy level and 

mood.  More nutrients and oxygen 

are delivered to your cells. 
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Love you 
Grandson !  

Gramma 
Pebbles 

Happy Birthday Mom 
Love Roger & Elvira  

Happy 18th  

Birthday Roger !!  

Happy Birthday Melaine !    

Love Mom 

Happy birthday to my  

daughter in law. 

November 22   

Love always,  
Dorene 
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Make sure your gutters are clean and free of 
debris, clogged gutters can cause water  
damage and promote mold growth in your 
home.  LEHA tenants can call the office to  
request assistance cleaning gutters. Also en-
sure the timer on your home ventilation  
fan is set, or turn it on for at least an hour 
after showers, to reduce excess moisture  
in your home.   
Daylight savings time ends at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, November 3rd. Set 
your clocks back and  
change your smoke alarm 
batteries before you go to 
bed Saturday night! 

LEHA inspections should 
be completed  on Novem-
ber 27th. We appreciate 
the work all of our ten-
ants have put into getting 
ready this year.  
The LEHA would like to remind 

tenants that pets are to be secured/

on leashes at all times when outside 

of the unit. We’ve had reports of 

dogs wandering unattended and ap-

proaching people who are in their 

own yards.  These encounters are 

not always friendly or appreciated. 

Please ensure that 

your pets are se-

cured for their safe-

ty and the safety of 

others.  

 LEHA November 2024 Newsletter 

Happiest birth-
day to my babes 
Kameron Tinoco 
I love you so 
much  
November 28 
Love always  
Grandma 
Dorene 

Congratulations to Port Angeles B Squad.  

# 91 Kameron 
Tinoco 
3 years undefeated  
Thank you to the 
parents and coach-
es for all their time 
and effort they put 
into this team. 
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Want to create or revamp a re-

sume prior to the Hiring Event? 

Stop by the TVR Computer Lab (open to 

the community 8am—4pm every weekday) 

at the Heritage Center for a free USB Drive 

with resources and templates on it. Or call 

the Heritage Center to sign up for one of 

our workshops! (360) 417-8545   

heritage.center@elwha.org 
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The Lower Elwha Police Department is 

sad to say that Sgt. Dan LaTourette is 

leaving us. Dan started in January of 

2020, and since then had grown into a 

leadership role in the department. His 

excellence in his work and commitment 

to the community led to him being pro-

moted to Corporal, and eventually Ser-

geant. Dan’s commitment to his chosen 

profession is something we look at in 

all prospective officers. The depart-

ment thanks him for his service to the 

department and community and wish-

es him well in all his future endeavors. 

Happy 15th Birthday,  

Chauncey BlackCrow! (11/11) 

Happy Birthday Cha’s daddy, Phillip! (11/17) 

Happy Birthday, Uncle Anthony! (11/21) 

šaʔšúʔɬ ʔínəŋ skʷáči, 

ChaCha, Bullet, & Ant! 

To my 1st born grandchild. 
Wishing you a very happy 
18th birthday and wishing 

you only the best. 

November 14th   

Love always and forever,  
Grandma Dorene 
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 The Lower Elwha Police Department 

congratulates two of its members as well as 

three other employees/tribal members.  

 First, the 

department 

would like to 

congratulate and 

welcome home 

Officer Marco 

Rocha-Ponce on 

completing the 

Basic Police 

Officer Training 

Program at the 

Federal Law En-

forcement Train-

ing Center in Ar-

tesia, NM. The training program is nearly 600 

training hours over 14 weeks. Marco sacri-

ficed time with his family to attend the acade-

my to begin his law enforcement career with 

the tribe. His next step is the department’s 

field training program and Washington State’s 

Equivalency Academy in Burien. Marco will 

return to work on November 1st to begin his 

field training. 

 On Oct. 16, four Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribal employees received awards from the 

WomenSpirit Coalition. Rebecca Sampson-

Weed and Nancy Hamilton received Commu-

nity Impact Awards for all their work they do 

for the community. Beatriz Arakawa received 

the Advocate of the Year award for her com-

mitment to the community. And Lt. Jimmy 

Thompson re-

ceived an 

award for First 

Responder Ex-

cellence along-

side 

Suquamish Po-

lice Depart-

ment’s Deputy 

Chief Tom 

Nance. 

 The Lower Elwha Police Department is 

proud of Jimmy and Marco for the commit-

ment to their profession, and proud of Rebec-

ca, Nancy and Beatriz for their hard work and 

dedication. 
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Date 
Resolution 

Number Title 
Vote 

For/Against/
Abstain 

8/1/24 121-24 
Approval of Moss Adams Audit & Nonattest Services Agreement 
for LEKT General Purpose Financial Statement & Governmental 
Department Financial Statements for FY 2024, 2025, & 2026 

4 0 0 

8/14/24 122-24 
Approval of Engagement Letter between LEFF, Cedar Box & 
Moss Adams for Years Ended 2024, 2025 & 2026 

4 0 0 

8/14/24 123-24 

Approval of Engagement Letter between Moss Adams & LEKT 
solely for the purpose of compliance w/ the requirements cited 
in Cigarette Ta Contract between LEKT & WA Department of 
Revenue for Years Ended 2024, 2025 & 2026 

4 0 0 

8/14/24 124-24 
Approval of Engagement Letter between Moss Adams & LEKT 
for purposes of compliance & requirements w/ WA DOL w/ re-
spect to Fuel Tax Agreement for years end 2024, 2025 & 2026 

4 0 0 

8/14/24 125-24 
Approval of Check Request to transfer funds from Umpqua Self 
Insurance Account to Bank of America Self Insurance Account 

4 0 0 

8/14/24 126-24 
Group Health Employee Plan Annual Renewal Program Includ-
ing its CAS Agreement 

4 0 0 

8/26/24 127-24 
Approving the Memorandum of Agreement between the LEKT 
& the WA Liquor & Cannabis Board Concerning the Authoriza-
tion of Liquor Sales 

3 0 0 

8/28/24 128-24 
Personal Service Contract between the LEKT and Salish Excava-
tion & Trucking LLC 

3 0 0 

8/30/24 129-24 
Check Request to transfer funds from Bank of America AP Dis-
bursement Account to Umpqua General Account 

3 0 0 

8/30/24 130-24 
PSA w Akana for Waste Water Infrastructure Feasibility Project 
Civil Engineering Services 

3 0 0 

9/3/24 131-24 
Approval of Agreement between WA Department of Commerce 
& LEKT for LIHEAP 

3 0 0 

Birthday Shout 

out to Jalen 

Sampson Love ya 

Partna 

Happy 18th 

Birthday 

Malena Rose! 

From Mom 

& Family 
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Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Clark, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Lorinda Robideau, Ext. 7420 
CFO  
Brian Carroll , Ext. 7464 
Accounting 
Jo Klinski, Ext. 7460 
Rachelle Wheeler, Ext. 7465 
Elena Lifoifoi, Ext. 7476 
Jessica Wright, Ext. 7667 
Jalen Sampson, Ext. 7462 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr—
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Ext. 7471 
Deann Lester, Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens, Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Road  
360.912.7533 
 
Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           

Mike Watson, General Manag-
er 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/
TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Ext. 7429 
Brandy Williams, Ext 7427 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub, Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.504.3678 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 
360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Ext. 2912 
 
Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 
360.457.5116   
Jennifer Hutto, Ext. 7554 
 
Information Technology                            

Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101,  
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Ext. 7513 
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
Library, Ext 7430 
 
Lower Elwha Food & Fuel 
360.477.1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatch-
ery              
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Rebecca Sampson-Weed, Ext. 
7456 



Dates to Remember: 
 

11/2 Gym Closed for Refinishing 
11/3 Storywalk Exhibit Opens 
11/11 Veteran’s Day 
11/14 Thanksgiving Fixings Delivered to Elders 
11/18 Gym Reopens 
11/28 Thanksgiving 
11/29 Black Friday Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Tia Skerbeck 

Council Member, Ext. 7420 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 
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To submit an article or join our email         
distribution list please send a note to   

Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

 

Submissions must be in an editable format, 
and will be adjusted to fit our publication. 

 

You can view past editions at: 

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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